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changes in the names of streets/roads etc. not only create 
confusion for the Post Offices and the public, but also 
deprive the people of a sense of history. Therefore, it was 
decided that the name of existing street/roads etc., should 
not be changed. Only new streets/roads etc., and such old 
street/roads etc., as are in existence without specific names 
may be named after eminent personalities local, national or 
international, to honour them. 

 Once the street has been named after a particular dignitary 
then a fresh proposal for renaming should not be sent to the 
Street Names Authority. 

 The names of existing streets should not be changed. 
 Names which are part of history may not be altered. 
 Any renaming can be considered can be considered by the 

Council only when there are directions from the 
Government of India. The Department shall communicate 
to the applicant directly as per the guidelines of 
Government of India. 

 Renaming can only be an exception. Recommendations in 
this regard can be given by the Council and any contrary 
decision of the Government of India shall be brought to the 
notice of the council. 

 
The Special Status of New Delhi Municipal Corporation 
Zone 
New Delhi Municipal Corporation is one of the three civic 
bodies that govern municipal operations in Delhi. The other 
two are – Municipal Corporation of Delhi and Delhi 
Cantonment Board. About 31% of the total area of Delhi 
comes under New Delhi Municipal Corporation 
administration. It covers an area of 43.7 square kilometre of 
what is known as Lutyens Delhi, after the British architecture 
Edward Lutyens who designed most of the New Delhi city, 
during 1912-1930, which is now the seat of Government of 
India. 
New Delhi Municipal Corporation has some of the most 
expensive property of Asia, like Khan Market and Amrita 
Shergill Marg. Some of the very important persons of the 
country including the President, Prime Minister, Cabinet 
Ministers, Bureaucrats and Ambassadors to powerful nations, 
reside in the New Delhi Municipal Corporation Zone. 
The New Delhi Municipal Corporation depicts itself on its 
website as “the territory that has been described as Lutyens 
Delhi and which has historically come to be regarded as the 
seat of Central Authority in the Union of India”. The website 
also reflects the most persuasive call to keep the VIP culture 
sustained. It states “effective functioning of the municipal 
services in the area is critical for the internal image of the 
country and is a factor which has important bearing on the 
functioning of the government apparatus itself”. 
 
Street Names and Diplomatic Goodwill 
Chanakyapuri Tehsil is the diplomatic enclave of New Delhi 
Municipal Corporation Zone. Some of the streets in this area 
are kept unnamed so that they can be named after International 
personalities proposed by The Ministry of External Affairs. 
Sometimes, when the international treaties are signed between 
India and other countries, as a matter of diplomatic goodwill 
streets are named after some inherent component of the treaty, 
world leaders, or those international dignitaries who have 
played prominent role in the signing of the treaty. The streets 

are also named after names proposed by international 
organizations like United Nations. 
There are about 20 streets which are named on these lines as 
described above. The list of these street names is as follows- 

 
Table 1: Street Names after International Personalities 

 

Street Name Tehsil 
Manas Marg Chanakyapuri 

Copernicus Marg Connaught Place 
Abai Marg Chanakyapuri 

Africa Avenue Chanakyapuri 
General Jose Artigas Marg Chanakyapuri 

Dr. Jose P. Rizal Marg Chanakyapuri 
Kwame Nkrumah Marg Chanakyapuri 
Andre Malraux Marg Chanakyapuri 
Simon Bolivar Marg Chanakyapuri 

Sir Edmund Hillary Marg Chanakyapuri 
Tenzing Norgay Marg Chanakyapuri 
Ahmad Shah Massoud Chanakyapuri 

Olaf Palme Marg Chanakyapuri 
Nelson Mandela Marg Chanakyapuri 

Abdul Gaffar Khan Marg Chanakyapuri 
Arch Bishop Makorius Marg Chanakyapuri 

San Martin Marg Chanakyapuri 
Source: Prepared by Researcher, 2017 
 
The above list of street names are christened after World 
leaders, military officers, poets, mountaineers, scientists, 
religious preachers etc. Names such as Manas Marg and Africa 
Avenue are named after places in other countries. Manas is an 
air base station located in Kyrgyzstan which is vital for 
strategic positioning in Central Asia. The street Manas Marg 
was named on 16th April, 1999. Africa is a name of continent 
after which the street is named in New Delhi as an expression 
of country’s friendship with the continent.  
A considerable number of streets are named after World 
leaders and military officials. Most of them were nationalist 
leaders who later on also occupied political seats. These 
include Jose P. Rizal, who was Filipino nationalist leader, 
Simon bolivar who was Venezuelan political figure, prime 
leader San Martin from Argentina who struggled successfully 
for independence, former Swedish Prime Minister Olaf Palme 
and Afghan political and military leader Ahmad Shah 
Massoud. These names were given to streets for showcasing 
diplomatic goodwill of the country with other respective 
nations after whose leaders the streets are named. 
A handful of the streets are named after International 
personalities who have outshone themselves in the field of 
culture. For example, Abai Marg was named on 12 February, 
1999 after Abai Kunanbaev who was a Kazakh poet and Andre 
Malraux Marg named after French novelist Andre Malraux. 
Copernicus Marg is named after scientist Nicolas Copernicus. 
Two streets are named after Edmund Hillary and Tenzing 
Norgay who were the first mountaineers to reach Mt. Everest. 
These names were proposed by United Nations Children’s 
Fund and the proposal was forwarded by Ministry of External 
Affairs to New Delhi Municipal Council.  
 
Africa’s Link with Delhi: Streets 
Four of Delhi’s Arterial streets have an African connection or 
are named after leaders in Africa. 
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Table 3: Themes for Street Naming in Colonial Period 
 

Themes 
Total Number of Streets (Out of 30 
selected streets from the study area) 

Landmark 1 
Viceroys/Officials 12 

Functional Use 2 
Total 15 

Source: Primary Survey 
 
In Post-Colonial times, it was felt to name streets after the 
local leaders. Popular themes for naming streets are 
Landmarks, Dignitaries (Freedom fighters, Politicians and 
World Leaders), Kings/Kingdoms which once ruled Delhi and 
local geography. Out of these themes, the major portion 
belongs to dignitaries. 
 In the selected streets for the study, under the dignitary theme 
politicians have highest number of streets named after them, 
followed by freedom fighters. In the diplomatic enclave, the 
streets named after world leaders are highest in number 
followed by message giving theme named streets.  
New Delhi Municipal Corporation official revealed that streets 
to be named after dignitaries are selected carefully so as to do 
justice with the legendary works of the Dignitaries. Therefore, 
the bigger the Personality in terms of their contribution to the 
nation/world, the bigger the streets in terms of its importance is 
allotted to them.  
 
Conclusion 
The process of street naming is not known for the Mughal 
Period. It was formalised during Colonial time when the 
municipalities were created. In present times, street naming in 
New Delhi district and Street Names Authority is the final 
body taking decisions on (Re) naming. In the Mughal period, 
streets were named after Kings/Queens but also a significant 
proportion of streets were named after functional activity of 
the street or nature theme was used. During the Colonial era, 
streets names were used as tools and symbols to honour mostly 
Viceroys who stayed in the city. Other officials serving at high 
posts in government and military leaders were also popular 
choices while naming streets 
After Independence, the share of street names after politicians 
is rising steadily as compared to those after freedom fighters, 
scientists, artists etc. The diplomatic enclave-Chanakyapuri has 
always some streets reserved to be named after international 
personalities for diplomatic goodwill. Also, streets in this tehsil 
are named after message giving theme which is in sync with 
the land use of the place, that is, foreign embassies. 
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